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Thesis:

Despite a certain level of

convergence over its aims. and

methods, education and pedagogy
are always pervaded 0)Y,

antinomies.

._-."

- —

Pantelis Kiprianos




For Instance, we generally
accept Pestalozzi’'s Idea that
education should simultaneously
cultivate the head, the heart and

the hands, I.e. the human being
In its totality
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Jerome Bruner defines them as “palrs o) Iarge truths*wmch aeLgn
poth may be true, [they| nevertheless contradict each other”.

Antinomies are not necessarily Bruner identifies “three of the most
obstacles to the progress of baffling of these antinomies™

educational and pedagogical o S
. the individual-realization versus

thought. .
_ the culture-preservation
On the contrary, they provide antinomy;

fruitful grounds, for acquiring a
giehal and dialogical view (a . the: talent-centered  versus: the
synthesis) oftwhai education teelFcentered antinomy;

s about and thus offer
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Y : . the antinomy. between
possibilities for reflection. particularism and universalism.
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\We may or may not opt for one of the
pairs of the previously mentioned
antinomies, depending on circumstances
and on personal preferences, but we can

neither resolve nor escape from them.

Antinomies are  weakened of
strengthenedyaccosding tesvariations 1n
terseeral’context.
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lArthe past, the main factor

evoked against personal
development was the so-
called ‘national interest’.

Today, for reasons linked to
LISt weakening, the nation
ISHlangely. replacedpbyathe

~ guest
efficiency.

for

economic
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After several decades of

broad consensus over
the priority of ‘education
for all’, the accent has
been, for some years,
Increasingly placed on
the more ‘gifted’ kids
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[his antinemy emerges between two divergent trenads:

Today Pedagogy appears to have become more
scientific. To Increase Its own credibility it draws
Increasingly from a diversity of disciplines and
Incorporates knowledge about the child, the learning
process, teaching and the pedagogic relationship.

By’ contrastiewevers pedagoegicaifpiacticeis becoming
airfnereasingly more complicated process, connected to
factors other than the teacher: the child, 1ts peers, its
family environment and the community.
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But the main result Is that:

The educator, on the one hand, needs to have
more and more scientific knowledge

but on the other hand, has to act more as an
observer  and administrator;, both. ..in..the
classroomrandioVer relations BEWVEEN the school
and'its'social environment.

P. Kiprianos




While: pedagogy. aspires to become more scientific, it Is In fact
becoming more an art in the sense that it increasingly depends =
on the practices of the teacher.

At the same time, as pedagogical practices Integrate the new
scientific, the scope for action for teachers, instead of becoming
reduced, grows further.

e
- IS s the case begause.leachers are expecied e listen: carefully to™

L thelr pupilssanditerresolve through creative strategies the tensions
EBetween the school community and its secial eénvironment.
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